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This paper is the product of a research project sponsored by the Academy of Finland (2002 Finland ( -2006 on 'Legal pluralism and state formation in Zambia.' Many thanks to seminar participants at Cambridge University and the London School of Economics for valuable comments on an earlier version of the paper. Thanks also to the editors for their patience and encouragement. I am deeply in debt to a great many Zambians for sharing their time and knowledge with me in the course of my fieldwork. I would like to note especially Fr. Joe Komakoma, Prof. Alfred Chanda, Dr. Patrick Matibini, Wynter Kabimba and Ngande Mwanajiti for insightful discussions. Needless to say, none of the above are responsible for my inevitable errors and misunderstandings. corporate boardrooms on distant continents. Her state budget, and the policy instruments by which government claims to address the banes of poverty, unemployment, ill-health and illiteracy, are strictly controlled by transnational debt-masters in Washington. Even Zambia's major religious bodies -and their concomitant items of doctrine and faith -are beholden to unassailable episcopal hierarchies the apices of which reside in Europe and North America. On the whole, Zambians have virtually no say at all on vital questions of life and death -like the price of copper and fossil fuels, the right of Christian clergy to exorcise demons or the affordability of anti-retroviral drugs.
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Oasis protestors at the University of Zambia during the final years of President Frederick Chiluba's rule.
The frailty of Zambia's sovereignty is well known, yet still we continue to use the vocabulary of 'independence'. Why is this? Partially, no doubt, out of discretion. Given devastating deterioration of living standards over the past four decades, the benefits of Zambian citizenship have been reduced to little else than a rather empty juridical sovereignty. Etiquette aside, the prevailing concepttual diplomacy is also based on the premise that 'independence' is the normal state of affairs for a sovereign nation like Zambia. The endless list of caveats that belie this fundamental truth, for Zambia as for countless of her neighbors, must be aberrations. Whether these anomalies are seen to be struc-
